
Abound Health is committed to supporting individuals
with intellectual disabilities, as well as their families and
staff. We believe that everyone has the potential to be
empowered and make a difference in their
community.

The goal of this monthly newsletter is to keep our readers
up-to-date on the latest industry news, positive
developments, and the everyday successes of our clients
and staff. Our focus is to build a supportive community of
caregivers, advocates, and people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities.

We encourage our readers to continue their advocacy
and celebrate every victory.

Thank you for being a part of the Abound family!
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NC Celebrates Disabilities Awareness
Month

Governor Roy Cooper has officially proclaimed
March as 'Intellectual and Developmental
Disability Awareness Month'. In doing so, he
commends North Carolinians living with
intellectual and developmental disabilities, as
well as the organizations and agencies that work
to support them. This is also a reminder that
everyone has something to contribute to our
state, regardless of their abilities.  

I/DD Updates

Across the state, local governments have made
this observance official by issuing Proclamations
to our Advocacy team. In Raleigh, Greensboro,
and Charlotte, our clients celebrated with
'Proclamation Parties' where clients read the
Proclamation aloud and enjoyed the experience
together.

These proclamations are just one small step in
ensuring that those with disabilities are given
the recognition and support they deserve.                      

Learn more about NC IDD
Awareness Month Here!

https://nccdd.org/news-media/blog/53-community/1276-nccdd-celebrates-dd-awareness-month-2022.html
https://www.ncdhhs.gov/blog/governor-cooper-recognizes-developmental-disabilities-awareness-month#:~:text=March%2019%2C%202019%20%E2%80%93%20Governor%20Roy,agencies%20that%20work%20with%20them.


CODA Takes Home Best Picture

I/DD Updates

$1.5T Spending Package Invests in Disability
Programs, Research

President Joe Biden signed into law a $1.5 trillion spending
bill that includes major investment in programs for people
with disabilities. The bill allocates the following: 

CODA, or Children of Deaf Adults, made history at the
94th Annual Academy Awards when it won the biggest
prize of the night: Best Picture. The film follows the story
of a hearing teenager who is juggling her responsibilities
as a student, sister, and daughter while also trying to
communicate with her deaf parents. CODA was praised
for its poignant portrayal of the challenges faced by
families with deaf members, as well as its celebration
of American Sign Language (ASL) culture. 

 $6 million bump for home and community-based 
 supportive services

$14.5 billion for special education

$1 million for respite care

$10 million for a Down syndrome research

CODA star Troy Kotsur becomes the first deaf man to win an
acting Oscar. 

Learn more here.

A new Federal Initiative aims to end sub-minimum wage for
workers with IDD. Learn more here. 

https://disabilityrightsnc.org/resources/covid-19-vaccine-resources
https://disabilityrightsnc.org/resources/covid-19-vaccine-resources
https://disabilityrightsnc.org/resources/covid-19-vaccine-resources
https://disabilityrightsnc.org/resources/covid-19-vaccine-resources
https://www.ncleg.gov/FindYourLegislators
https://disabilityrightsnc.org/resources/help-with-rent-during-covid-19
https://disabilityrightsnc.org/resources/help-with-rent-during-covid-19
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/03/21/2022-05974/applications-for-new-awards-disability-innovation-fund-subminimum-wage-to-competitive-integrated
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/03/21/2022-05974/applications-for-new-awards-disability-innovation-fund-subminimum-wage-to-competitive-integrated


Client Highlights

Meet Heather!

Click here to see Brandon's
Interview! 

Brandon is a beloved client in our Shelby Day
Program. He is also portrayed in the mural located
on the exterior of the building. Visually striking,
the mural recently captured the attention of a
WCNC news crew.
 
Brandon beamed with pride as he was interviewed
by correspondent Mike Hanson. His excitement
seemed contagious as he described what it means
to be a part of the Abound family. 

Heather has been making so much progress and our staff
decided to make her birthday extra special.  Heather has
always wanted a bunny rabbit, and one of our QPs decided
to make her wish come true. The joy on Heather's face is
clear as she works her way towards a more fulfilling
life. 

Heather also recently performed a song in ASL in the
Idlewild Talent Show. With the guidance of her staff, she
captivated the entire room with her presentation.

Heather is just one example of the progress that can be
made with a supportive and nurturing environment. 

Meet Brandon! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vq4YY9p1lm0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vq4YY9p1lm0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vq4YY9p1lm0


Contact the DRNC vaccine hotline

here.

To submit feedback or seek advocacy assistance,
click here to submit an entry to our Speak Up Page.

Request Services

Find and contact your local legislators here.

Access the NAMI Mental Illness Hotline

here.

Click here to view Financial assistance

programs in your area.

Click here to view healthy living tips

from the CDC.

Register for our FREE Soccer Day Camp Here!

Connect with us by viewing our Events Calendar
here. 

Resources
Helpful Links

https://disabilityrightsnc.org/resources/covid-19-vaccine-resources
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https://aboundhealth.com/the-abound-way/speak-up
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https://aboundhealth.com/request-services
https://www.ncleg.gov/FindYourLegislators
https://naminc.org/
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https://www.aboundhealth.com/about/events
https://www.aboundhealth.com/about/events

